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NOTE: The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) was created by the Executive Committee as an adhoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes the “Rules of the Road” of the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC).  This occurred because the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO) went into hiatus pending a viable funding source in June of 2009.  This left a void that the NCUTCD believes needs to be filled, and no other technical or professional group came forward to fund such an activity.  Even copies of the previous UVC are no longer available to provide guidance on such model laws and rules to States and local governments.  As individual changes are proposed and approved by sponsors and the NCUTCD, they will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as recommendations of the Committee.   The recommendations are not part of the MUTCD and as such have no status with the FHWA.  

The RORC contains representatives of each of the Technical Committees. 
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This change proposes to allow bicyclists to make the stop or decrease speed signal with the right hand, and excuses bicyclists from signaling when both hands must be on the handlebar.
The full unedited wording of the current section is shown below:

§
11-606—Method of giving hand-and-arm signals

All hand—and-arm signals shall be given from the left side of the vehicle in the following manner and such signals shall indicate as follows:
1. Left turn—Hand and arm extended horizontally.

2. Right turn—Hand and arm extended upward.
3. Stop or decrease speed—Hand and arm extended downward.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, a person operating a bicycle may give a right turn signal by extending the right hand and arm horizontally and to the right side of the bicycle.
DISCUSSION:RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO “RULES OF THE ROAD, UVC” 
The left side of an enclosed motor vehicle is the only side which a following operator can usually see. The left hand is the only hand which the operator can extend out a window. A bicyclist suffers no such limitation. 
If the bicyclist is at the left side of a roadway (for example, on a one-way street) or near the left side of a travel lane (for example, when preparing a left turn), a signal with the right hand is more visible to operators behind the bicyclist than one with the left hand. 
The bicyclist may also need to keep the left hand on the handlebar for control of the bicycle: for example, to operate a brake or shift lever, or to sound a bell. Allowing the use of the right hand for the stop or decrease speed signal preserves these options. The UVC already allows bicyclists to make a right-turn signal with the right hand, and so the right-handed stop or decrease speed signal does not require any great leap of understanding. This provision has been law in Massachusetts at least since 1973.
A bicyclist, in addition, should be excused from signaling when both hands must remain on the handlebar. In practice, this is not a significant limitation because operators behind the bicyclist can see past the bicyclist and determine the need to stop or decrease speed; and because the bicyclist’s position on the roadway and turning of the head serve as signals of the intent to merge or turn. Many states already have this provision.
§
11-606—Method of giving hand-and-arm signals

All hand—and-arm signals shall be given from the left side of the vehicle in the following manner and such signals shall indicate as follows:

1.
Left turn—Hand and arm extended horizontally.

2.
Right turn—Hand and arm extended upward.

3.
Stop or decrease speed—Hand and arm extended downward.


Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, a person operating a bicycle may give a right turn signal by extending the right hand and arm horizontally and to the right side of the bicycle, and a stop or decrease speed signal with the right hand and arm extended downward. The signal shall be made not less than one time but is not required to be continuous.  A bicycle operator is not required to make a signal if the bicycle is in a designated turn lane, and a signal shall not be given when the operator's hands are needed for the safe operation of the bicycle.
VOTE: 
____ For, ____ Against, 
___ Abstentions
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